SOME ACCIDENTALS  OF THE CHURCH
pressed into the service of the Church in some
more effective way than has yet been found.
It is surprising to find the hold that the Anglican
Church service has upon many whose personal
faith one would imagine weak, and it has been
long since pointed out how great a support to
English Protestantism has been rendered by the
beauty of the Authorized Version. Is it im-
possible to devise some prayer of real literary
excellence in which the whole congregation
could join after the principal Mass on Sundays ?
And could not something better be found than
the present optional jejune prayers by which
funerals are sometimes ended ? Many are
moved by the beauty of words to whom music
makes no appeal, and words will linger longer
than sounds in the memories and the hearts of
men*
There is one aspect of Latinism to which a
short allusion may be forgiven. There are
those who, irritated doubtless by the absurdities
of what is known as the " Nordic " school,
seem to dwell on the merits of Latin culture to
an extent that almost suggests that other tradi-
tions and conceptions are alien to the true spirit
of the Church. This notion is surely in flat
contradiction to the essential meaning of the
word " Catholic/* The CEcumenical body,
which on its human side was of Semitic origin
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